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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE OF AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

Te Ropu Wahine Katorika o Aotearoa
WELLINGTON ARCHDIOCESE:   NEWSLETTER:   FEBRUARY 2021
Happy New Year to all Members.

We are now in countdown to the 2021 Wellington Archdiocesan Conference!!!  
To be hosted by our Kapiti Region comprising the Paraparaumu and Levin Branches, 

at the Our Lady of Kapiti Centre on Thursday, 18th March.

We want to see you at this one-day Conference

Registration Forms can be obtained from your Branch Secretary.  Only $25 per person, to include lunch, morning and afternoon teas.   Registrations to be in by Friday, 5th March.
Highlights of the programme will include:
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A debate between two teams of students from the Bishop Viard College in Porirua on the subject of our Theme “Kia Kaha - Courage Take Heart” as it fits under our motto of Faith and Service.

· Guest Speaker, Colleen McMurchy our National International Secretary.  Colleen is very passionate about the work embraced by her position.  This year WUCWO (World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisation) celebrates 110 years!
Branches, please remember to provide our Archdiocesan Secretary, Karen Saunders with the names of your members who have passed away since the 2020 Archdiocesan Conference so that we can suitably remember them in our liturgy for the Deceased.

As part of the lead-up to Conference your Archdiocesan Council will be meeting on Friday, 5th February.  Included in the Agenda for that meeting we will be considering the co-option of Convenors for WUCWO, Missions and Social Issues.  At Conference, Christina Dwyer completes her tenure as WUCWO Convenor, and Anne McGrath has indicated her desire to step aside as Social Issues Convenor.  I have a great team around me at the Council table, so if anyone is interested in either of these positions, we would love to hear from you.  I would be happy to have a chat with you.  
Meeting of National Board    The first face-to-face meeting since the first NZ lockdown in March last year, was at the Home of Compassion, Island Bay, Wellington on 19-21 January 2021.  Four areas of discussion and decision for members to note were:
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Annual allocations from three funds were made.  The At Home Appeal for 2021 is to be the NZDSA – New Zealand Down Syndrome Association.   The Jubilee Fund allocation of $500 was to Fuel the Need of the Hutt Valley who prepare lunches for pupils in need on the nomination of each school that is involved in their programme.    Both nominations came from the Wellington/Palmerston North Diocese.  The allocation from the National Mission Project of $1,785 went to the SIA – Solomon Islands Association of Vocational Rural Training Centre on the nomination of the Hamilton Diocese.  Final vote was between our Wellington nomination to Fiji and the successful Hamilton one - we got so close to a 100% success!!! 
· The National Conference last July was unable to be held.  Rotorua will be hosting a 2021 National Conference at the Millennium Hotel 21-24 July.  A great programme is planned.  It would be great if 
a number of members could attend from and support our Wellington Archdiocese.  It would be wonderful to see a group of us there!   Registration forms will be available shortly.
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During last year, regrettably the Palmerston North Diocese went into recess.  Their New Plymouth and Inglewood Branches remain active and their joining the Wellington Archdiocese has now been confirmed by the National Board.  Wonderful news!      
· Members are encouraged to use the CWLANZ webpage as a source of regular reference and also to view and participate in the CWLNZ Facebook page as a means of communication with other members throughout the country.  Ctrl + Click on the Facebook link: https://www.facebook.com/groups/424755138334794  Both the webpage and Facebook may be useful tools for you to entice and encourage friends to be prospective members through awareness of what CWL does. 
Susan Lloyd, Archdiocesan President
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  HIS WORDS.   YOUR JOURNEY.  TOGETHER.

Friday, 22nd January, 2021

“Let us not tire of invoking the light and strength of the Holy Spirit,

so that we may experience ordinary things with love,

and thereby render them extraordinary.

It is love that transforms: ordinary things seem to continue to be ordinary,

but when they are done with love, they become extraordinary.  Pope Francis

Pope Francis has declared this year the Year of St Joseph, which is so appropriate as he is a wonderful role model of transformation from ordinary to extraordinary, through his love and commitment to the Holy Family! 

With Christmas a recent memory, we have all reflected on the Holy Family, and the many risks and challenges that the journey to Bethlehem presented to both Mary and Joseph. Mary’s advanced stage of pregnancy presented them both with many ordinary and the extraordinary challenges, dangers and responsibilities, yet they accepted the risks with trust in the Lord. We are well aware that the Lord looked after them and how this happened. … but

· Have you considered the role of Joseph, chosen by God to be the earthly father and guide of Jesus, to cherish, protect and support them all? 
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Have you noticed how many times the angels said “Fear not”!?

· Joseph’s dream was another challenge. The Holy Family needed to continue to journey, not home to Nazareth, but to Egypt to escape Herod’s wrath …… Have you thought about the dangers they faced? How would Joseph feel?

· Joseph has a silent role in the Gospels, making us consider his role, his trust in the Lord, his faithfulness and his commitment, mostly using our life experience to reflect, wonder, appreciate, question, and pray for guidance in the ordinary and the extraordinary of our lives…

If we remain open to the Spirit we are inspired in thoughts and actions “.    Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became man. Blessed Joseph, to us too,
show yourself a father and guide us in the path of life.
Obtain for us grace, mercy, and courage, and defend us from every evil.  Amen.

Happy New Year to all CWL members,     Christine Paterson
