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My heartfelt thanks to the members of the Archdiocesan Council, for their unfailing support throughout the year, for their energy, enthusiasm and dedication to every aspect of the Catholic Women’s League at Council level, within their Branches and their Parishes. I feel very proud and humble to work with each and every one – Diane, Susan, Kath, Karen, Sam, Fay, Christina and Kath. 

My thanks again to the Levin branch for the organisation of our AGM there in March 2018. Each League gathering we have, especially those for the Archdiocese, reflect the specialness of the organising branch, and heartily appreciated by all present. May we continue to be ourselves, while at the same time being united in our commitment to Faith and Service, through the theme for the year, to our Missions in the Pacific, and here in New Zealand.  My congratulations to you all.

For much of the year the Council was focussed on preparations for the National Conference , held here in Wellington for all New Zealand Branches to come together. We were delighted to welcome CWL members from Australia to the National Conference, sharing our unity of commitment and hospitality.  

Our Wellington report to the National Conference on the last day of the Conference was missed by many Wellington members, so now Wellington Archdiocesan Council, I call on you to help me repeat this report to this AGM – Council Members please come forward
The Archdiocesan Council inaugurated an Art Competition for the students of our Catholic Colleges who are studying NCEA Year 13 Art . The winner was Julius Omer Luke from St Patrick’s College, Kilbirnie, with his painting of his Grandmother passing on life knowledge and care of all life. We hope to make this Art Competition an annual opportunity to encourage and. reach out to students in Wellington Catholic Colleges.
St Margaret Clitherow Mass in August was arranged and hosted by the Upper Hutt Branch. Our thanks to the priests of St Joseph’s Parish, to all who prepared the Mass for us, and to all who ventured out on a very stormy day to participate in the excellent hospitality of the Upper Hutt Branch. We heard information about the work of Foster Hope telling us the ways that we can support this organisation concerned with the well-being of our babies and young people when they are taken into foster care, often with nothing but  what they are wearing.  
Day of Reflection in Lower Hutt for the Archdiocesan Council members, was a time to step back from all the concerns and responsibility of National Conference preparation and to reflect together on our Faith and Service, both personal and to CWL, with the help of Spiritual Director Susan Crisp – a very valuable day together. We would like to repeat this, arranging a similar day in the near future.
Regional Meetings in Heretaunga for the Hutt Valley Branches, and in Kapiti and  Wellington for their Branches have all been opportunities to gather, meet members and celebrate the numerous achievements of all. Once again it is the being together, celebrating with the Mass, or a Reflection that draws us all together and keeps in focus our Faith and Service motto. At this meeting we discovered the speaking talents of the students from Sacred Heart College, Lower Hutt………you will hear two later today.
After a busy year for the Archdiocesan Council, I hope that Advent and Christmas offered the opportunities for all of us to focus on this season of hope, peace and goodwill. The Hutt Region celebrated a beautiful Mass together, a wonderful way to prepare us all for Christmas. Otari arranged an evening of song followed by an amazing supper…. 
In January the first Board Meeting for 2019 was held in Christchurch, a chance to welcome and get to know new Board Members, at the same time bidding farewell to Val Langley from Christchurch, and Tui Pascoe from Dunedin. Susan Dickson, our new National President had worked hard following the July Conference, recruiting Colleen McMurchy as International Secretary and Dawn Mullins as Social Issues officer. Our new Spiritual Director Sr Patricia Stephenson led us into new aspects of Faith with the theme “A Call to Holiness – A Scripture Story”.

As well as the focus of the Appeals, one emphasis for us all this year, is the life and many achievements of our foundress, Margaret Fletcher. I have done some research into the life of this extraordinary woman, a woman of faith and prayer, who did NOT lead a wishy-washy life, but was a talented and spirited painter whose pictures are shown in very prominent places. Her paintings include "Nancy" exhibited at the Royal Academy in 1886, Professor Thorold Rogers (1891) which hangs in Worcester College, Oxford, the actress Lady Martin Harvey (stage- name Nell de Silva) (1889) and Jesuit Fr. Dominic Plater (1920) in possession of Jesuit Archives in London.
In the era of the radical fight for Women’s Suffrage,  Margaret insisted that the Church needed women with “balanced common-sense”, and that they should “utilise the average woman in convincing the Catholic world that business-like methods and intellectual gifts are excellent weapons in the service of God” – potentially more effective than those used by the Suffragettes. Margaret Fletcher has written an autobiography,” O Call Back Yesterday” still available from Amazon.  Can anyone help me with a copy of this book to further my research?
Margaret Fletcher would indeed be proud of all that each of you achieves, not just sometimes but ALL the time, actively working for your Church, your Parish, and your neighbour, alongside the International Catholic Women’s Leagues. You really are awesome in the true sense of the word and I am proud to walk with you. 
As Suzanne Aubert reminds us:  “A woman of  prayer is capable of everything”.
Christine Paterson

Archdiocesan President Catholic Women’s League

