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NATIONAL PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO WELLINGTON ARCHDIOCESAN CONFERENCE MARCH 20TH 2018
Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa.

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.



If I ride the wings of morning, if I dwell in the farthest oceans, even there Your hand will guide me, and Your strength will support me.”









Psalm 139: 1,9-10

“You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.”

The thing that draws me to this particular Psalm is that it feels so personal to me. For the last couple of years it has reassured me that I am not alone. I can fly to the heights or sink to the depths, but that strong guiding hand is always there to support me.

I can stay close to home but still ‘go out’. I can still be called to witness, to meet Christ, to pray, to be present to my family and faith community. It also reminds me that my relationship with God does not happen without effort on my part. Paying attention is the key. Living the gospel message in 2018 is what we are asked to do. Never easy, but so rewarding.

We are empowered, enhanced and energised by the Fire of the Spirit, the Spirit that has been at work in us from the beginning.

Our Theme, ‘CWLANZ: A Face of Mercy in Creation’ is coming to a close. What mystery surrounded it in its early stages! How would we tackle this? My Conference visit last year revealed just how creative you were in showing your ‘face of mercy’.

We discovered that the word ‘creation’ has a broader meaning than just ‘nature’. It has to do with God’s loving plan in which every creature has its own value and significance.  Thomas Berry once said, “ Teaching a child not to step on a caterpillar is as valuable to the child as it is to the caterpillar.” Have you stepped on any caterpillars lately.
At our February Board meeting nominations for our Special Funds were voted on. The number (14) and quality of nominations for the 2018 At Home Appeal was impressive. The Motor Neuron Disease Association was a clear winner. I have been in touch with the Manager of the MND

Association who was delighted with our choice. He has prepared material for us, which has been distributed to Branches. The MNDA website is easy to access and is very informative. www.mnda.org.nz The Support workers out in the field are volunteers and our donations will be tagged to help fund MND Support Services.

We will have an MNDA speaker at our National Conference.

There were 8 nominations for the Jubilee Fund. The New Plymouth Parish youth group has received a cheque for $582.50.

There were 2 nominations for the National Mission Project. The Galilee Project has received a cheque for $2651.

Last year we distributed resources from the Catholic Women's League of Canada inviting us to pray for the cause of palliative care. These resources included "12 Hours of Prayer for Palliative Care." There was a prayer to begin each hour of silent prayer. Members in the different regions of Canada wrote these prayers. We would like to promote this activity again this year but with NZ specific prayers. Susan invited us to contribute a prayer using the Canadian prayers and intentions as a guide. Did you or your Branch have a go at writing a prayer?

In May 2017 some of our Branches sponsored  “12 hours of Prayer” in their Parish Church. You have an opportunity to promote it this year on one day in Hospice Awareness Week, which is from May 14th to 20th.

This brings me to support of our three Special Officers. They all put in a great deal of time and effort to keep us updated in their particular field.

Thankyou to our CWL members who answered Susan’s call for action and in various ways encouraged the writing and presenting of submissions opposing ‘The End of Life Choice Bill.’ Susan wrote a very strong submission on behalf of CWLANZ opposing ‘The End of Life Choice Bill’.

Thankyou for your continued support of our Pacific Mission Communities. Our numbers may be shrinking but our support is as strong as ever. In New Zealand we are made aware of need and poverty on a daily basis. Perhaps we need to look at a Mission focus on ‘at home’ mission communities.

Our International relationship goes from strength to strength thanks to the connections made by Stephanie. The voice of CWLANZ is heard and appreciated by WUCWO. The responses received by Stephanie to requests for information are not numerous but always well researched. We are one of the few countries to respond to WUCWO requests on a regular basis.

 At a Board meeting in 2017, frustration was expressed at the difficulty surrounding the appointment of CWL Chaplains.                                                       We considered the role of Chaplain at Board, Council and Branch level. We identified the responsibilities of the role and discussed its purpose.

The Handbook sets out a wordy guide, open to interpretation. 

We concluded that these responsibilities could be carried out by a suitably skilled religious or lay woman at National., Diocesan and Branch level

A letter was written to the Bishops Conference, setting out the criteria for appointing a Chaplain at Board, Council and Branch level and putting the responsibility back with us.

Th Bishops agreed on all our points, which are:

· The National Board chooses its own Chaplain with that choice to be formally approved by the Bishops Conference.

· Each Diocesan Council chooses its own Chaplain with that choice to be approved by the Diocesan Bishop.

· Branches choose their own Chaplain, informing the Parish Priest/Pastoral Leader of their choice.

In his reply, Bishop Drennan expressed the gratitude and support of all the Bishops for the prayers, work and service of League members. We are to be assured of their prayers for our ongoing generous witness.

Please make use of the regular contributions from Sister John Bosco titled ‘Towards Renewing Our Faith’.

With the closure of Branches, (we now number 60), Associate membership is growing. Each Diocese has their own way of managing their Associates but there are certain things that all Dioceses should be doing. Please check your Handbook/Constitution for guidelines. The content of the Associates brochure is still relevant. Please use it. We have a source of experience and knowledge right there in our Associate membership.

In September 2017, Pope Francis presented his edict, Magnum Principium  (the great principle), regarding the translations of liturgical texts. Pope Francis shifted the responsibility of liturgical translations from a Vatican department back to National Conferences of Bishops. 

Sister John Bosco had given us some reading around Missal Translations prior to the meeting so we came prepared. After open and honest discussion a motion was put ‘That the Board compose a letter to the Bishops Conference, giving our support and expressing the points the Board had discussed.’

This letter has been written and posted and we await a response.

Last year, as I moved around the Diocesan Conferences I shared a statement from our National Treasurer on the state of CWLANZ finances and the urgent need to raise the Capitation Levy. Because of the generosity of Branches and Councils we are in a sound position going forward, Having consulted all Dioceses at Conferences in 2017,we formalised the decision made at our July 2017 Board meeting. The amount set in July 2017 was $14 per member, which is made up of a Capitation Levy of $12.50 plus a $1.50 Travel Levy. The new combined Levy of $14 is due in the 2018/19 financial year.

Please update your Diocesan address lists.

There will be 2 National Newsletters in 2018. May and October.

If you are retiring from your CWL position please mentor your successor.The handbook has a section relevant to most positions.

At our July National Conference in Wellington this year, we will be welcoming a new executive, a WUCWO Officer and a Social Issues Officer. Have you nominated anyone for these positions?

We asked for a Publicity Officer and a Website for so long and now we have both, we need to learn how and when to use them. It has been a slow process but a very worthwhile one. Thankyou Coleen for your willingness to learn new skills and your patience with those of us who can’t keep up.

‘ You have searched me, Lord, and you know me.’
Arohanui.

Kay Blackburn

National President CWLANZ
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