Otari Catholic Women’s League President’s Report October 2020
The arrival of Covid-19 and the first reported case in February 2020 certainly turned life in New Zealand into one of unpredictability.  On March 21st we were made aware of Alert Levels 1-4 then four days later the whole country was in Level 4 Lockdown, and a National State of Emergency in place, throughout New Zealand. Then the 27th April saw us down to Level 3 and 13th May to Level 2. 

All this meant of course that the celebrations for Lent, Easter and Sunday Masses were cancelled. We were lucky with the March Archdiocesan Conference in Upper Hutt, but we had to cancel our May preparation of Mother’s Day flowers.   Then on 8th June the announcement we could move to Level 1 which meant that Masses could resume from 14th June and we were able to attend the scheduled July morning session with Spiritual Director Susan Crisp. Under the circumstances that prevailed we did not have the usual League Gifting Sunday. The July National Conference in Rotorua was cancelled as was the St Margaret Clitherow day in Kapiti. In August Auckland returned to Level 3 and the rest of the Country to Level 2 and then on 7th October the whole country became Level 1.
On Father’s Day in September we usually give out special chocolates but this year there were no Sunday Masses.  Left with 150 delicious individually wrapped chocolates, we decided to donate them to St Teresa’s School to use as they wished – St Teresa’s Parents Fund Raising Group [FOST] was delighted and most grateful.     
 First Communion in September was able to be celebrated with strict numbers and so, thanks to Janet Lowe, the children were given a Holy Card as a reminder that CWL members were praying for them.  They were appreciative and we received a card thanking us.                                  
We were delighted to be able to celebrate a well attended World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations Prayer Vigil on the evening of the 23rd September with Onslow, in St Thomas More.  The evening was opened to all Otari parishioners hence we were able to remind them that WUCWO has permanent observer status at the UN.  Observers are essentially delegates, who have the ability to participate in guiding policy and the voting stance of others, especially on controversial topics, hence their importance.  Whilst listening to The Lord is my Shepherd and I want to follow wherever He leads me ... Christine and Karen placed seeds, in soil in a plant pot, representing the commitment that we take, to always bear fruit.  Sam 
 read a message from Pope Francis, that we are called to be holy by living our lives with love, and by bearing witness in everything we do.  A collection for WUCWO was then taken up resulting in $102.70.
Usually in October some members are allowed to teach the Rosary in St Teresa’s School; the disruption caused by Covid-19 meant that it was not practical to do so this year.  For the last two years we have been giving Rosaries to Stella Maris but so far they have not been given permission to give gift parcels to the sailors.
Our Nabala Mission community has at last been contacted [most happily] by Anne (Lumb).  Evidently Sr Laniana was trapped by Covid-19 lockdown in another convent.   Her convent is being repaired and renovated – Sister mentioned that they will need four rolls of carpet at $55 per roll, so we should be able to afford the money for them, even though we have not been able to fundraise this year.
Our Social Concerns person has sadly been unwell. However, between the politicians ‘chattering’ on, and the amount of information for and against the two referendums, End of Life Choice Act and the proposed Cannabis Legalisation & Control Bill, there has been plenty to debate.  Mention also needs to be made that CWL Board have appointed a Tikanga Maori Advisor Dr Colleen McMurchy of Auckland, who is Maori and a League member.  Colleen believes the purpose is a mentoring, advisory and support role, so that as an organisation League is better able to manage relationships with the indigenous people of New Zealand. Best practice ought to be inclusive of having a Maori perspective – enhancing our bicultural practices with tangata whenua, and so support our engagement and growth in a multicultural society.
NCWNZ – as with many groups numbers have declined throughout New Zealand.  Nationally, discussions continue around the sustainability of the organisation, and whether or not to sell the NCW building in Wellington.  Member’s versions of a Purpose Statement are being requested with probably a dividing line between older and younger members. This is noticeable in Wellington Branch, when we are told that people running for the Executive should be more about personal ambition, energy and availability, than experience, as there are many branch members to support with experience and past knowledge.  Then today’s talk of working for ‘all genders’  and discussions on such concepts as Intersectionality  -  the overlapping of race, religion, colour, gender, sexuality and class, any of which can lead to the discrimination experienced by an individual -  one wonders where to now. 
Our AGM this evening will be followed by Mike Scrivener from the not-for-profit organisation Shoes for Planet Earth, which collects recycled running shoes for needy youth and also good quality dress shoes and hiking boots in large sizes. There will be a collection box in both churches for a few weeks after this.

Last but not least is a reminder that we are hosting the end of year celebration - the Parish Christmas Party - in St Thomas More’s Lounge on Wednesday 2nd December when we hope we have a good turnout as we did last year.   
So it has been a strange year, and we are few, but don’t forget that what we have managed to do would not have been done at all, and many in the Parish are grateful.   We might feel that what we are doing is just a drop in the ocean, but to quote Mother Teresa “The ocean would be less because of that missing drop”.    E Wyndham-Smith   
