2019 Gifting Sunday
Magangdang umaga, talofa lava, malo e le lei, kia ora, hello and good morning – morena. 

My name is Diane Glynan and I am a member of the Otari branch of the Catholic Women’s League of New Zealand which has been active in Karori since 1963, but nationally has been around since 1931 – one of the few good things that has come out of Auckland.

The people of this parish have always supported the League very generously – this Gifting Sunday is just one  example of that support.  
The main aims of CWL are fourfold:

To enhance the spiritual and intellectual growth of members.     
To be a women’s voice heard in national and international affairs.  
To participate in the spiritual pastoral life of the Church and the wider community. To support charitable works in New Zealand and the South Pacific.  
We achieve these aims through affiliation with the NZ National Council of Women, a strong lobbying group listened to by Government.  Affiliation with the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations gives us a NZ presence in an organisation which has strong links with the Vatican and also has observer status with the United Nations.
Almost every branch of the league supports a mission community somewhere in the Pacific.  For us this is a small religious community working to educate young people in Nbala, a remote area of Fiji.  A Mission Communities that our contributions help to survive.  We are also trying to build closer supportive links with our two local schools - those of you who are parents may already be aware of this. Nationally the League raise and donates about a quarter of a million dollars a year for a wide range of recipients, many of them religious communities within the Pacific. Donations often include support to the local schools and parishes of various branches.
Nationally, every year a charity is chosen to be the recipient of the At Home Appeal. This year our focus is The Tourette’s Association which supports those affected by this condition and their families – some of you may have seen the New Zealand documentary about this condition which affects a much wider section of our society than most of us are aware of.
Through our National Board and as a member of the National Council of Women we have a voice that is able to lobby Parliament and put across a Christian point of view – often a challenge. But, the sad news for the New Zealand Church is that the Catholic Women’s League is diminishing and without an increase in membership one day you will find that it no longer exists.  The face of the Church today is very different from when my mother was a member and different even from when I first joined the League as a young mother.  These differences are obvious when we look around us – we are a very multi-cultural community which has been incredibly enriching for our country and our Church.  Unfortunately CWL does not present the same multi-cultural appearance and we are also looking rather elderly these days.

To fully represent Catholic women of NZ we need more members – from all the groups in our parish.  Numbers matter – particularly when we vote on the issues of the day at NCW meetings, where we are often one of a very small number of dissenting voices on issues such as abortion or euthanasia. Membership subscription is not high and you would not be pressured into taking office or even attending meetings – we are happy just to take your money but we appreciate any interest shown.
Finally, I hope that you are able to support us today with a donation. If you are not carrying cash and would still like to make a contribution – our bank details are in the parish newsletter.  We are very happy to take your electronic money as well as your cash.
Thank you for listening. 
