Cardinal John Dew’s address to the Archdiocesan Conference, 2019 
The annual Archdiocesan Conference was held in Wellington on 30th March, opened and blessed by Cardinal John, who then addressed us telling us of his recent visit to Rome for the February meeting in Rome called by Pope Francis to discuss “The Protection of Minors in the Church” .He also devoted some time to the problem of Clericalism, offering some ways we, as the laity, can be part of the process of remediation. 

Cardinal John began by quoting from Pope Francis’ Letter to the People of God (August 2018) “If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1Cor 12:26). These words of St Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I acknowledge once more the suffering endured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain and powerless-ness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger community of believers and non-believers alike, must cease . Looking back to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated……it is urgent that we once more affirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and vulnerable adults. “
The Protection of Minors in the Church In February 2019, Pope Francis called a meeting of Bishops and leaders of Religious Congregations  in Rome, with the intention-
1. “to help all the bishops of the world become aware of the tragedy of the suffering of victims of abuse, hopefully resulting in a strong sense of the responsibility on the part of individual bishops and on the wider community, that is the Church & society.

2. In the interests of the unity and mutual accountability of these responsibilities, Pope Francis wanted all bishops to know what needs to be done : the procedures and the different levels of the difficult tasks needing to be accomplished to address the problem of abuse.

3. That all understand that the Victim must be heard and must be the first responsibility of all, the mutual accountability of all at all levels. Everyone knowing the same thing, presupposing “transparency”. Victims were present at the meeting , and shared their experiences and the profound effects of the abuse, not only on their lives, but also on those of  their parents, their families and their friends . 

4. That the mission of the Church is to build a place of safety for all people, especially minors and vulnerable adults.

Safeguarding workshops have been set up in the Archdiocesan parishes to enlighten the people in the principles of the procedures necessary to follow the intention of Pope Francis and to follow up on the February meeting in Rome. Information about  safeguarding can be found on http://www.wn.catholic.org.nz/adw_type/safeguarding-in-the-archdiocese-of-wellington/ . As members of the Catholic Women’s League, we need to be at the forefront of this initiative aimed at protecting all, especially  minors and vulnerable adults.

Are CWL members attending these workshops in their parishes ? Are branches discussing ways we can participate and encourage all participants ?
Clericalism
 “The hierarchal structures that have evolved in the Church over the years, have been reinforced by the attitudes of the people, discouraging challenges to the system, enabling this “cronyism” and a “saving face” culture to develop.  “So for years the laity may have been unaware and well-intentioned, but nobody questioned the parish priest, or they were too frightened to do so, or others wouldn’t let them. ……Clericalism has been part of the Church for years, but now it has to be stopped ….. Clericalism is not just the priest, it can be anyone in the Church. We all know people who take on particular parish tasks because they want to help, but then nobody is able to get near them, as they take on more and more authority so that a particular area becomes not just their responsibility, but their domain. “
Clericalism has been a subject recently covered in articles in magazines such as Tui Motu, and the Catholic press, but  +John has presented us with a challenge. “The ordained parish priests are not our “fathers”, they are our pastors, our shepherds, our Sacramental ministers. The challenge to us was and is, to call  these clerics by their given name; to break the habit of a lifetime for many of us, by omitting “father”. Cardinal John’s Pastoral letter, read at all Parish Masses the next day, re-iterated this to all Catholics in New Zealand.
 In other words we Catholics are to treat our Pastors as a Catholic among Catholics, all working together. With the respect and support for the special role of Sacramental life, which  is the role of priests, as Celebrants of the Mass , the uniting and very important focus of the Parish life of all of us. The Parish belongs to us all, as the baptised, so we are all responsible Stewards of the Faith life and of the administration according to our God-given gifts for support, evangelisation, and administration working with the Parish Priest as guide and mentor. “
As Pope Francis said to seminarians in Arigento in Sicily, “Clericalism …is our ugliest perversion. The Lord wants you to be shepherds; shepherds of the people, not clerics of the state. …….. Please do not forget your mother, father grandmother, grandfather, village, poverty, the difficulties that face families: do not forget them. The Lord has taken you from there, from the people of God, because with this memory, you will know how to speak to the people of God, how to serve the people of God. “ 
As members of the Catholic Women’s League, we need to be at the forefront of the Lay response to this initiative aimed at protecting all, especially minors, vulnerable adults. Our support for the Clergy, for each other and for Safeguarding is very important.
What part can CWLANZ play in these challenges facing the Catholic Church to support the Church of New Zealand and all members ?
Let us begin by talking together, brainstorming solutions and being part of the remediation.   
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