SOCIAL CONCERNS REPORT TO ARCHDIOCESAN CONFERENCE. LEVIN 20 MARCH 2018

Kia ora koutou -   Hello everyone

This year, as previously, articles about social issues have been forwarded to members, to stimulate interest and discussion. 

As Catholic women we keep in mind those who need our love and prayers and support. Sometimes the need for compassion - and action - seems overwhelming, but we are very fortunate to have Pope Francis leading us and filling us with hope. His emphasis on mercy is a constant reminder to accompany those struggling with poverty and war and inequality.

This year a priority Social Concern has been the End-of-Life Choice Bill. 

CWL has responded to the message of our Bishops that we should make our voices heard.  This is a very complex issue and there are strong opinions and emotions on both sides of the debate. But any state-sanctioned taking of life is crossing a line, and to be strongly resisted. 

Members have been asked to make submissions on the Bill, and have been given information about the issue, and the submission process.

As a result of CWL national support for prisoners’ families last year, our Margaret Clitherow Day gathering was addressed by Prison Fellowship. Since then we have been able to provide sandwiches, fruit and baking to Mary-Clare McCarthy and her team as they run occasional picnics/barbecues for the families. Hopefully we will be able to continue this work this year. 

Emails forwarded to help keep us up-to-date with some of the social issues current in our communities have included the following:

End of Life Choice Bill, palliative care:      5. emails.        Prisons and prison reform:                  4

Te reo.                                                           1.                     Ambulance resourcing.                        1

Human trafficking.                                       3.                    Environment and Conservation.          7

Fair pay and conditions.                              2.                    Equality/affirmative action.                  1

Refugees, immigration.                               2.                    Addiction treatment, mental health    2

Housing/renting.                                          1.                     Women-friendly Parliament.                1

Tax evasion compared to welfare fraud.   1.                     Marriage of Minors Bill.                         1

Options for action may decrease as our years pass. But may we never fail to think about love and justice, and may our compassion - and passion - never falter. Let’s keep the conversations going - at home and with our friends and in our communities.

May the Holy Spirit, who blows where She will, enthuse us.

Many thanks to you all, especially those who have responded with comments, or with information about social initiatives their branches have taken. Helpful and heartening!

Ma Te Atua tatou katoa e manaaki. -  May God keep us all in his care.     Kath Cain

