2016 Gifting Sunday
The word I want to share with you today is relevance.  Is the Catholic Women’s League still relevant in our Parish and Communities? Is this an organisation you only join when you retire? Something our mothers did. 

We, the Catholic Women’s League have come up here to speak on a regular basis about our mission communities and our fundraising projects within New Zealand.  Mission Communities that rely on our contributions to help them survive.  It is still hard to believe that even in this modern age, there are still communities without clean water. 

Affiliation with the World Union of Catholic Women’s Organisations.

Affiliation with the NZ National Council of Women, a strong lobbying group listened to by Government.  

We have a voice that is able to lobby Parliament and put across a Christian point of view; Taking action on a wide variety of social issues; recent involvement has been the euthanasia debate. The recent NCW Newsletter highlighted slavery and human trafficking alive and well in NZ.  Cardinal John Dew, a regular speaker at our Conferences, spoke at some length about this issue.

But I come back to this word ‘relevance’.  The organisation our Mother’s joined is quite different from the one today, altho’ founding principles, constitution and friendships made, are the same.  It would be nice to say that the world has improved. Sadly, the constant news bulletins show us otherwise.
I think we are all in agreement. We don’t want a wall. 

At our recent gathering we spoke about the Parish Reflection Programme ‘Year of Mercy.  Out of that discussion came the realization that we can’t fix the ‘big’, (the recent massacre in Orlando Night Club) but we can fix the ‘small’.

The main focus for 2016 ‘At Home’ Appeal is The Sophie Elliott Foundation. Set up by her parents to prevent violence against women by raising awareness about the signs of abuse in dating relationships. I am also not saying that this issue is a small one, but by supporting this foundation, it is a way of making a difference. 
Relevance, is our democratic voice: to speak, to do, to serve, to support and to act within our parish and our communities. 

