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CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND

              Te Rōpū Wāhine Katorika o Aotearoa.
CWLANZ National President’s Report to the Biennial National Conference Christchurch July 25th t0 28th 2018

Tena koutou, tena koutou, tena koutou katoa, te whanau o te ropu o 

te Wahine Katorika. Nau mai haeremai.

Greetings, greetings, greetings to you all the family of the Catholic Women’s League. Welcome.

‘We come to share our story.’

We come to share the story of CWLANZ. The story of our grandmothers, mothers, aunties, friends. Our story of Faith and Service. 

We share our story every time we come together at Branch, Diocesan or National level. We share our story by informing, listening, by communicating and sometimes by just being there.

We share our story out in our communities.

In 2014, in Auckland, Juliet Batten told us Visibility is us serving our community. When we serve our community, our community serves us.
‘Pope Francis tells us ‘Pastoral Ministry seeks to abandon the complacent attitude that says, “We have always done it this way”. He invites every one of us to be bold and creative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, styles and methods of evangelisation in our communities.’ 

This quote has travelled with me to Diocesan Conferences, to Board meetings and to my Branch meetings. It has been a constant reminder to me to let go of complacency and accept this invitation to be bold and creative. At your invitation I have been privileged to experience this boldness and creativity in abundance at your Diocesan Conferences. We are evangelisers in our communities. We are ‘out there’ in our communities. We are leaders in our communities.

As the single largest group of Catholic women in New Zealand, we need to improve our communication at every level. We have the framework and opportunity to motivate and empower each other, and in turn, through our Catholic press to share our CWL story with our Church communities. This is us being VISIBLE.
This means being prepared to change. This means welcoming change. Not change for the sake of change but change which adapts, develops, evolves, takes shape and steps out of it’s comfort zone.  Change which makes the future course something different from what it would be if left alone. 

In Jeremiah 29:11 we read, “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future”.

In June 2014 Pope Francis said, “ The church needs to be concerned for, and present in, the world of Communication, in order to dialogue with people today and help them encounter Christ. She needs to be a Church at the side of others, capable of accompanying everyone along the way”.

Perhaps the people we are being called to accompany are the people Archbishop John Dew talked about in his reflection written on his return from the Synod on Marriage and Family. The people who are hurting and seeking answers.

Perhaps it is CWL members who have lost their Branch.

Whoever we choose to walk beside, we can learn from the words of Pope Francis on opening the Synod. He urged participants to, ‘listen with open hearts’, ‘not to be afraid to speak’ and ‘speak with peace and calm’. Words we can relate to.
.

The opportunity to attend Diocesan Conferences is a great privilege and one not to be taken lightly. Your welcome and hospitality over these 4 years was appreciated as I renewed friendships, made new friends and even met distant, several times removed relatives. I came away from each Conference with something learned or revisited and a great respect for those unsung ‘organising committees’. I also witnessed change. Change which works in one Diocesan Region but which may not work elsewhere. Change which is sensible. creative and heading somewhere.

I came away with stories one of which I would like to share with you. This was a highlight shared at a Diocesan Conference. I share it, because to me it tells the story so many of us are experiencing with no solution in sight. (Separate paper)

When our theme of ‘Faith and Service was launched in 2010 we were asked these questions:

What inspires you?

What is yeast to your day?

What fills you with gratitude?

What makes you alive to the beauty of God around you and in you?
Will you be my witness?

Food for thought!

I recently revisited our CWL Mission statement written in 2012.

· To enhance the spiritual and intellectual growth of members.

We do this at our branch meetings, Diocesan and National conferences, regional meetings, special liturgies, celebrations, special meals together.

We do it with our newsletters, JB’s words of wisdom and access to Church teaching through the Internet, our Ecumenical outreach. We do this every time we are together.
· To participate in the pastoral life of the Church and wider community
I see this every time I attend Mass. The sacristan, the greeters, the readers, the Eucharistic ministers both at Mass and taking communion to the home bound. The St Vincent de Paul members collecting food for the foodbank. The group members and leaders stepping forward when called on. We are present in the life of our Church.
· To be a voice heard in national and international affairs.

We have a voice nationally and internationally in affairs affecting women through our membership in NCW and WUCWO. As individuals we have the backing to be a strong and informed voice for women.
· To support charitable works in New Zealand and the South Pacific.

We do this through our annual appeals and our devotion to our Pacific Mission communities and our New Zealand neighbours closer to home. We do this through our relationship with Caritas. We do this by our openness and willingness to step out of our comfort zone and address current issues.

Yes, we tick all these boxes but there is no room for complacency. Every day we are faced with new challenges in our lives and the life of our communities.

We continue on the journey begun in 1906 by Margaret Fletcher and brought to Aotearoa  New Zealand in 1931 by Bishop James Liston.. Margaret saw the League as the voice of Catholic women on the social issues of the time. In 2018, We see CWLANZ in the same light as we live Margaret’s vision and mission.

Vision answers the question, “What was her dream”? 

 Dignity, equality and freedom for women.

Mission  answers the question, “ What is our purpose in order to achieve this dream”?

To support, encourage and enable spiritual, intellectual, family and social development so that Catholic woman are an active influence in the life of the Church and society.

The big question is how we can respond to this purpose in our time

We can be a breath of the Spirit blowing through our Church and community. A barely heard sigh, a mere whisper or an audible strong refreshing breeze. It’s up to us.
In our ‘throw-away’ culture we can get the feeling as older people that there is no place for us in today’s world. Once again the wisdom of Pope Francis shines through. He says, “Being older is certainly different, so when it comes to finding one’s new purpose in the world older people need to sort of ‘make it up’ as they go along, because our societies are not ready, spiritually and morally, to give this period of life its full worth”.

He suggests ‘that we need to sketch out a spirituality of older persons’.
When I took on the role of CWLANZ National President in 2014 I seemed to hear the following words repeatedly. ‘CWLANZ is the Voice of Catholic women in New Zealand.’That seemed huge! How could I help us continue to be that Voice?  It occurred to me early on that I didn’t have to do this on my own and our first Board meeting with you women of Faith confirmed this for me.  One thing became clear. If we were going to be that Voice, we needed to continue to be aware and informed.

In the last four years we have shared insights on the 2014 Synod on the Family, the Safe Church programme, Evangelii Gaudium. Misericordiae Vultus, Laudato Si’, Mercy in Creation, Leadership, Change and more.

We have prayed together and puzzled over how to stem the flow of closing Branches and falling membership while nurturing those who continue on in Faith and Service.

JB, you have challenged us and sometimes knocked us out of our comfort zone. Members have been calling for change and that is what you delivered to us. Another way of viewing ourselves. Thankyou JB
We have shared in the wisdom and knowledge that each Diocesan President offers in their Diocesan reports and conversation. You all bring something unique to the mix.

.

The well researched Social issues, which Susan brings to our attention. You always seem to be able to find another link, another source of useful in formation.

The needs in the South Pacific, including New Zealand, being brought to our attention by Jenny and being met by the generosity of our members. Jenny, you have witnessed the need at close quarters and understand the urgency.

The International link kept alive by Stephanie. Your written responses to requests sent by WUCWO, with very little member input, but thoroughly researched by you, portray CWLANZ as a group of women willing to answer the hard questions and be witnesses in our communities.

Anne your friendship and support have been a gift. It seems that nothing is too hot or too heavy for you to handle. Your attention to detail ensures that our finances are on solid ground. In the process of getting to know you I have also met your support in the person of Tom. Our many meetings took place because of his willingness to transport you. The coffee at Pataka is good too. Thankyou Tom.

Carolyn. Thankyou for accepting this role and for accompanying me on this journey. If we stumbled on the way, we stumbled together, got up and carried on. Your practical and historical knowledge of CWLANZ has been a gift to me. Thankyou to your daughter who has been there for your computer woes.

I was educated at Dominican schools so formed a relationship with St Catherine of Siena at an early age. More especially as a teenager when I spent my final school year at St Catherine’s College in Invercargill. It shouldn’t have come as a surprise I suppose that many years later, in fact in 2014, as I began to write my first report as National President that I found myself writing at the top of the page a quote from St Catherine, “If you are what God wants you to be, you will set the world on fire”..

With these words I challenge myself and all of you to explore what God wants for each one of us to be. I haven’t set a raging inferno but together we have kept a warming, nurturing fire aglow. A fire set by those first Catholic Women’s Leaguers in July1931, 87 years ago. A fire which challenges us and gives us the courage to initiate and welcome change.

‘We come to share our story’
In Faith and Service.

Kay Blackburn 

CWLANZ National President
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